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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 7522 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, PINS, KS 

SUB J : DISSIDENTS COMMENT ON PRISONER RELEASE 

REF: SEOUL 7134 

1 . KOREAN HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT COALITION ISSUED STATEMENT 
AUGUST 17 EXPRESSING DISSATISFACTION WITH NUMBER OF POLITICAL 
PRIOSONERS RELEASED BY ROKG ON AUGUST 15, STATEMENT INTRODUCED 
TWO THEMES CLEARLY DESIGNED TO MINIMIZE ANY PSYCHOLOGICAL 
BENEFITS ROKG MIGHT DERIVE FROM PRISONER RELEASE POLICY; 

A) STATEMENT IMPLIED ROKG ACTING UNDER FOREIGN PRESSURE; 

B) STATEMENT URGED ROKG TO RELEASE PRISONERS IN REPENTANCE 
FOR REGIME’S MORAL FAILURES. ROKG, OF COURSE, MAINTAINS IT 
RELEASES PRISONERS FROM ITS OWN MANGANIMITY AND ADMITS NO 
MORAL FLAW IN ITS HANDLING OF DISSIDENTS. 

2. STRONGLY WORDED STATEMENT BEGAN BY NOTING: "THE RELEASE 
OF A SMALLER NUMBER OF PRISONERS ON EACH NATIONAL HOLIDAY 
HAS BECOME A POLITICALLY EXPEDIENT CUSTOM OF THE REGIME. 

WE BELIEVED THAT THE REGIME WOULD RELEASE ALL PRISONERS 
ON LIBERATION DAY, CONSIDERING THE CRITICAL ISSUES FACING 
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THE GOVERNMENT INTERNALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY. WE HOPED 
THE REGIME WOULD MAE THE RELEASE IN REPENTENCE (FOR ITS 
POLICIES) AS WELL (AS TO ASSUAGE) EXTERNAL PRESSURE." 

3. ACCORDING TO THE STATEMENT, THE COALITION CONDEMNED 
ROKG HUMAN RIGHTS POLICIES "WHICH DRIVE KOREA INTO 
ISOLATION IN THE WORLD" AND ARE THE PRODUCT OF A REGIME 
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"CONCERNED ONLY WITH MAINTAINING ITSELF IN POWER". THE 
STATEMENT CONCLUDED WITH CALL THAT ROKG: "STOP CHEAP 
POLITICAL TRICKS DESIGNED TO MONOPOLIZE POWER"; AND, 

"PAY HEED TO THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE AND THE CALL OF 
CONSCIENCE, EVEN IF YOU HAVE TO STEP DOWN FROM OFFICE”. 

4. THE DECLARATION HAS RECEIVED NO PUBLICITY IN KOREAN 
MEDIA. KNCC SOURCES REPORT NO SIGNS OF ACTION AGAINST 
COALI- 
TION IN WAKE OF STATEMENT ALTHOUGH KCIA AGENTS 
REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT OVER DECLARATION'S 
TONE TO SOME MEMBERS OF COALITION. 

GLEYSTEEN 
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